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City of Berlin

Date: 20.May.2003 Day: Tuesday

Today, we started from Berlin railway station, with aguided
tour. We were near the Zoological

Garden which is a part of ‘Tiergarten’. It extends as long
as 200 hectares from the * Brandenburger

Tor’, till the Zoo. Then we visited ‘ Riehmers Hofgarten’.
It isthe residential area, which was built in the 19th century.
This area was built by the rich people for the working class.
Now, the people from middle class live there. From there, we
went to ‘ Gedaechtniskirche', i.e. Church, which was built in
memory of Kaiser Wilhelm. At present, only the ruins of the
church areleft, after it was destroyed during the Second World
War. We then passed through the local areas, where we saw



the typical Berliner structure of 45 buildings with shops at
the ground floor and residential flats above.

During the trip, we passed through the River Spree, one of
the most important rivers in Germany.

Berlin islike an island on the banks of the River Spree. It
isdivided into three parts, such as

‘Schlossinsal’, ‘Museuminsel’ and ‘ Fuscheinsel’ . Total area
of Berlinis 889 sg. km. The population is 3.4 million. While
passing the bridge on River Spree, we saw the gallery of paint-
ings on the wall which was 1.3 km. long. Then we entered
East Berlin and saw the TV tower called Alexanderplatz which
has a height of 369 m, which isthe tallest structure in Berlin.
Then we went to the Brandenburger tor, which is the symbol
of reunification of East and West Germany, on 9" November,
1989. There we saw the British and the French Embassy. The
German Parliament is diagonally opposite the Brandenburger
Tor.

The most exciting part to visit was Potsdamerplatz. On the
way, we saw world-famous European

art, State library, German Technical Museum. The hanging
aeroplane is the symbol of German

Technique. Overdl, there are about 2 lacks trees on the
streets of Berlin.

- Girija Natu & Prajakta Pradhan.
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Checkpoint Charlie

Checkpoint Charlieisamuseum in Berlin, which takes us
back to World War 11. The first exhibition opened on the 19th
October, 1962 in an apartment with only two and ahalf rooms,
inthefamous Bernauer Strasse. On June 14th, 1963, the‘ Haus
am Checkpoint Charlie’ was opened and became anisland of
freedom, right next to the border, the Berlin Wall between
East and West Berlin. On August 13th, 1961, the Berlin Wall
was built. The museum reflects the miserable life of people
right from the I1nd World War to the fall of The Berlin Wall.
The wall was brought down on 9th November, 1989. The
history of this period is presented by means of photographs,
video films, texts and numerous original objects from
successful escapes and the creativity of the escapees. The
people tried to escape or cross the border in every possible
way- by al modes- air, water, road, etc. Some even tried to
hidein cars and boxes and escape. But not all were successful
in their attempt.

Checkpoint Charlie was the most well-known border
crossing between East and West. It was a scene of
demonstrations. Also, acar, reconstructed for escape purposes
is displayed in the museum.

There are also films' shows, videos and feature and
documentary films in the museum.

The museum makes us feel very sad and depressed and
makes us realise what the people had to go through and under
what conditions they had to live, during the times of Hitler.
The presentations are so life-like that we feel we are living
the lives of people under Hitler’sbrutal reign. | strongly feel,
that Checkpoint Charlie is not a place to be missed!

- Deepti Bhonde
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Visit To Highly Exquisite Grips Theatre (Berlin)

Onthe 22nd of May in Berlin wevisited the gateway of the
most popular, esteemed and wonderful theater - GRIPS!

The word “Grips’ in the northern German dialect means
‘ability to understand quickly’. It tries to recognise and grasp
the needs, problems and desires of its audience and create
sensitive lively plays where audiences see mirrored
themselves.

Now talking on persona terms, our visit to Grips theatre
was so warm, that it was indeed an incredible experience to
explain. Despite Grips being a highly esteemed and busy
theater, it has a very modest atmosphere. That was really
appealing. We had redlly great time. Mr. Volker Ludwig, the
director of Grips theater, was personaly there with all of us



and we had a long interactive session with him. We were
shown the entire theater and it was totally awesome. As a
theater person, | think it was a great pleasure , especialy for
me to have had the benefit of having a special personal talk
with Mr. Volker Ludwig. It was very interesting to know him
and interact with such agreat celebrity! He wasvery friendly
and resourceful in regards to have highly added to my
knowledge about theater and to have significantly broadened
by vision.

- Ketaki Latkar
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VISIT TO REICHSTAG
ROOF TERRACE WITH GLAS CUPOLA (glass dome)

Reichstag is 75 meters high. All the meetings of the
parliament members are held here. It is one of the most
important places to be visited in Germany. In the times of
Hitler this Reichstag was hated by him and he never wanted
to hold conference in thisbig hall. The reason behind his hate
was the thought it was too democratic to hold conferences
inside the hall 15000 people visit the hall.

We met the Member of Parliament from Kaarst. His name
was Willi Wimmer. He was a lawyer. He was 60 years old.
Reichstag is the only parliament, which can be visited by
common man from inside one can even visit the top floor of
it.

He was a kind and brilliant personality. He cancelled his
meeting for us because he wasredlly interested in our cultural



programme. He showed us every section of Reichstag eg.
basement , the conference hall , the top floor and the glass
tower. This experience was amazing; it was our luck to meet
such a great personality, who spared his valuable timefor us.
Thediscussion on variouspolitical issueswasvery interesting
and informative. When hetook all of usonthetop floor terrace
with glass cupola, we got the birds eye view of whole Berlin.
It was a great experience and just cannot be expressed in
words. At last he gave us his autograph and invited us again.
Atlat | would liketosay “ MY DREAM CAME TRUE”

- Lalita Joshi (MrsArya Chiplunkar)
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The Sudy Tour

The study tour of Europe was in atrue sense a study tour of
many different aspects.

1) The placesto visit

2) Thelifestyle of the people living there

3) The history of the places visited & their importance
as of today.

4) Study of agroup mentality C



5) Study of the adaptation of Indian people to European
lifestyle
Before we started, | was a bit anxious about the group
of people | was travelling with. Although there were
two teachers with the students, they knew them very
well and even the students were knowing each other
well.
| was the only male accompanying person with the
two teachers. Fergusson Collegeto Mumbai, my anxi-
ety started to convert into happiness of travelling with
students asit was after many yearsthat | started relat-
ing my college days with theirs. By the time we actu-
ally started our journey in Germany, | found the stu-
dents and myself adjusting very well with each other.
In Berlin itself, | saw students were much interested
in the history of the happeningsin Germany & it was
really very fascinating to see the actual sites of the
historical happenings which | had only read before.

- Dr. Omkar Tilak
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Cologne (Kdln)

Cologne....“The city of churches’. It was said, that in the
olden days, they had anew church for every day! Even though
it is an exaggeration, the city is realy full of old, medieval
and new churches, which sum up to around 300! The most
important and famous “Cologne Cathedral” (or the Kolner
Dom) is....HUGE! Unfortunately, during the 2nd world war,
thiscathedral waspartially destroyed. The stain glass paintings
, though restored are extremely intricate and wonderfully
colourful. The graves of the “three holy kings’ aresaidto lie
under this cathedral aong with the graves of other important
Arch Bishops.

Then we visited a roman basilica’Great St. Martin”. It
looked very simple with its Gothic style of architecture, but
its uniqueness lies underground.... it isa site of archeological
excavations. These excavations display the old walls built
during the Roman times.

Then came the “Mmmuseum”...the chocolate factory or



museum called” IMHOFF STOLLWERCK MUSEUM” . And
the best part here was... that we could taste a whole lot of
chocolates ! We saw the entire process of the chocolate was
made, moulded and packed. The displaysinthe museum were
creative. For the last two days, Mr.Meurer, accompanied us
on our day trips. Three years ago, his son had participated in
the Fergusson College-Albert Einstein Gymnasium exchange
programme. Mrs.Meurer has been a great help in organising
the vigits to Rheinbraun. Their son volunteered to organise
our trip to the “skiing hall”, which would otherwise would
have been expensive.

Mr. Meurer himself was extremely enthusiastic among our
entire exchange group. Today at the

chocolate museum shop, he went as far as to buy every
different type of chocolate so that we could taste 26 them! He
was avery big help and support. We would like to thank him
for his time on behalf of the entire FC. and A.E.G. family.
Even after such a

tiresome day, on thetrain journey back to Kaarst, everyone
was once again fresh and full of life.

- Janhavi Dhamankar, Tanaya Gupte
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El De Haus

One of the best advantages we had was visiting Germany
in the month of May wasthe length of the days. There used to
be light from 6 am till ailmost 10 p.m, thus we could pack a
lot into one day. Our visit to Cologne on 19th May was one
such example of afully-packed day.

We went to El De Hausi.e abuilding which was used as a
prison by the Gestapo during Hitler’s reign. Now it has been
“”Turned into a museum that includes paper clippings from
that time, id cards of people kept in this prison etc. Thereis
an entire section devoted to photographs of Nazis enjoying
their daily life taken by a daring journalist of that time. The
Nazis were always portrayed as soldiers whose only am in
life was working for the country. Hence photos of soldiers at
dances or in pubswere banned from being published. We also
saw how the Germans were brain-washed under the name of
patriotism, there were paintings on many windows facing the
street which looked like the shadow of a man spying. This
was to remind the people that whatever they did, they were
being observed by the Gestapo. Also, there were loudspeakers
around every corner of the city, so that people had no choice
but to listen to Hitler’'s speeches. We aso went down to the
prison cells and were horrified to see that 3 people were put
in a room the size of a normal bathroom. And there were
many inscriptions on the walls made by prisonerstherewhich
really gave usthe Goose bumps, eg. apregnant woman'’s note
to her mom, expressing the fear of dying before giving birth
to her child we were being totally shocked at the 'El De'.

- Manjiri Limaye



Nanderatal Museum

Everybody was tired last evening, due to the Indischer
Abend. So luckily, wedid not have to wake up too early today!
Thetrainto Neanderthal wasat 8:58am and we all had enough
time to sleep! Yup, that's where we went today, to The
Neanderthal Museum. Tal is ““valley”” in German hence this
placeis situated in avalley. It isa Museum of the "Old Age
Man"". The bones of the early man were found here for the
first time about a hundred and fifty years back. The bones
were found in the valley made of limestone. People living
near by dug this place to use the limestone and while doing
so found the bones of the "Neander man” which they had never
seen before.

At the Neandetal Museum, we saw the bones that were
found ahundred and fifty years back. We a so got to compare
the skull of the early man to the skull of the Man now. The
tour inside the Museum was very informative. We saw all
that we had earlier seen only in the textbooks of history. To
feel the tools used by such men in the early ages gave a
different experience. Later wewalked to the exact placewhere
this first skeleton was found which is called the Fundort.

After seeing the Museum we walked through asmall forest.
The scenery was breathtaking. We saw many animalslike the
bison and some horses. Thelush green fieldswith tiny yellow
and white flowers reminded us of the movie Sound of music.
Though we walked for along timein theforest it didn’t seem
to be very tiring. So the whole day was splendid and we
enjoyed alot.

-Tanaya Gupte



Fantasia Land

On the 4th of June we went to Fantasialand. It was agreat
opportunity to go there. First we went insideand it was like a
dream come true. First we could seeroller coasters and water
rides and much more. Then we sat in atrain and we went in
and felt like we had gone to the ancient world. Then we went
to the horror house and it was also good. Then we went in
search of aroller coaster and we found to be scary. All of us
sat init. It was athrilling experience. | liked it very much. It
was atrain and it went with atop speed. We had only 6 hours
with us in fantasia land.

Then we went to another roller coaster which was it was
called Black Mamba. Itsmusic wasvery scary and the coaster
was hooked up and it went anyhow we were upside down at
that time. We came back down. Thisroller coaster was much
morethrilling thanthefirst one. Thiswasthe best roller coaster
| had ever seen and experienced. Then we went to the boats
and the whole boat was ours. Then the boat went up by the
lift and came down by a great speed. We had great fun here
also.

Then we went to eat lunch and we ate noodles at a Chinese
shop and they were yummy. While eating we also saw afew
Chinese girls dancing. After that the boys came and jumped
through the ring lighted with fire.

They performed many other things. Then we were roaming
around and we saw a candy shop and ate candy. After that we
went and played many small games like the one to pick up
the soft toy and many others. Then we ate a softy again. We
wanted to go to the main roller coaster but we had just eaten
food. The one who sat on it told us that it was the thrillest
one. But it was very far away so we didn’t see it when we sat
on Black Mamba. There were many Japanese and Chinese



restaurants and there we ate Chinese food. Then it was time
for us to leave and we left at right time. | would like to go
there again.

- Aneesh Kelkar
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The Cologne Cathedral

The Cologne Cathedral (German: Kolner Dom, officially
Hohe Domkirche St. Peter und Maria) is the seat of the
Archbishop of Cologne, under the administration of the
Roman Catholic Church and is renowned as a monument of
Christianity, of Gothic architecture and of the faith and
perseverance of the people of the city in which it stands. It is
dedicated to Saint Peter and the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The cathedral was heavily damaged, along with most of
the city in heavy allied bombings, during the Second World
War. The repairs of the cathedral are still in progress. In
addition, the cathedral itself needs a constant renewal. In a
workshop next to the cathedral, 70 craftsmen are employed
to maintain it.

Themost celebrated work of art in the cathedral isthe Shrine
of the Three Kings, a large gilded sarcophagus dating from



the 13th century, and thelargest reliquary in the Western world.
It is traditionally believed to hold the remains of the Three
Wise Men, whose bones and 2000-year old clothes were
discovered at the opening of the shrinein 1864.

The cathedral has twelve church bells, of which four are
Medieval.

They say that the biggest bell of them all (“Bell of St.
Peter”), also known asthefat peter isonly rung oncein ayear
on the Christmas Eve because it can make a sound which can
travel the distance of about 3-4 miles and can make the
building collapse if rung frequently.....

On entering, the stained glass windows on either side are
striking and artistic. The vivid colours add to its beauty and
grandeur. The cathedral has an overwhelming majestic
ambience. The unusual calm that surroundsiit, in spite of the
vast commercialization and the constant crowd visiting it, is
peaceful and serene.

Unfortunately, we did not get a chance to see the cathedral
that well, due to an ongoing service. But can surely say what

we all saw was really amazing and enjoyed it alot.
Charu Bahirat
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WDR And Traffic-management In Dusseldor f

Monday, 12th May, 2003 was our official programme. We
all met at the * Rathaus’ (i.e. a government building only for
Kaarst) bus stop. Mr. Meurer, one of the active host parents
whose son took part in the last exchange programme,
accompanied us. With the bus we went to the WDR (West
German Broadcast) in Dusseldorf. Their main building isin
Cologne. Dusseldorf isoneof theimportant citiesin Nordrhein
Westphalia. After reaching WDR we took a guided tour. One
lady gave usthistour. WDR isaradio and TV station. Then
wewent to theradio roomwhereall the programmesareaired.
The room is a sound proof room as the microphones are so
sensitive that they can catch any voice whatsoever. Then she
showed us the room where all the editing of the radio
programmes is done. Editing has become easier asit is done
digitally with the computer. After that, we went to the TV
room which had lots of lights. | personally didn’t find the TV
room exciting, as it was a norma TV room as we have in
India.

WDR is actualy located on the bank of Rhine River. In
front of WDR building, thereisabig TV tower. Mr. Meurer
gave me the printout of this TV tower , which is actualy a
clock. Then we had our lunch there, near the TV tower and
then we went to see few government buildings. We also saw



the Chief Minister’s (Dusseldorf) office. From there we took
the bus and went to the traffic-management office, Dusseldorf.
The person gave usthe information, for eg. how many people
work in the office?, how is the work divided? It was very
interesting to know how they manange and control traffic in
whole Dusseldorf. Herein Germany there are signalsnot only
for the cars, but aso for the pedestrians and cyclists as well.
So, it was really interesting to know a bit about it. But, after
an hour it became a bit boring for us as it was a bit heavy for
us to understand. From there we came back to Kaarst. For
me, personaly it was a great day. | got to know so much in
one day. It was ssmply great!!

-Aditi Patankar
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Romeo and Juliet

“O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou?’

On the Thursday evening of 15th May 2003, the Indian
students accompanied by some Germans were taken to the
city of Veronato meet the Capulets and the Montagues!

Surprised?Wel............ actually we had attended the play
“Romeo and Juliet” in the Dusseldorf Schauspielhaus
(theatre). The entire performance was in German and was
very well communicated to the audience, comprising of the
young and old alike.



Excluding afew nominal requisitesfor the stage, the whole
stage show was presented without any fancy setsand property.
WEell-coordinated lights and music with short film projections
at the backdrop and a few silhouettes enhanced the effect of
the drama. Symbolic presentation of certain eventsimpressed
the spectators. Individual acting skills of all the actors were
worth praising. All the actors gave a brilliant performance
making the audience laugh and cry. The entire play created a
deep impact in the minds of the viewers. The perfect direction
complemented the immortal story of Shakespeare.

According to me, the whole production was superb. Not
only the technical, but a so the acting aspect wasreally great.
The death of the lovers moved us deeply! A loud applause by
the spectators at the end smirked smiles in on the cheerful
countenances of the production team.

The whole show was really an unforgettable one for most
of us.

- Maitreyee Shirolkar

ATEH-TEH FRGATAT GHIS STV AT TelgR
Yo T 92 Teuet Trip To Teekanne Fevisr faeren
T GUTHg, =81 SHauT= ST e 9o, fafay freatea
foamTun, enfier Tores B WiTes shal sidT 21l Teekanne 3
STH-Tae! guTeg, =ieT ot aifedit. o7em fomft e feeamer
T BTk ST 8 HiTes SraadTd, ford srafedrayor afed
AT & RIFvaeme 316d. @6 91gd Hedmal 3wl
AT T w'rt =9 Iradl. @ qifsife,
ST <R 96 Hacdier Wa 1! figt i gure
AT TRVl O ST AT WRATE A0 3T, Thek
=TETa 3foreTe Ve T eTest et are feremeff st gy




Tripp To Teekanne

All of uswere unusually bright and cheerful for aMonday
morning. We chatted excitedly about

our long weekends. Some of us were tanned, as they had
visited the North sea and some of us had been to the
Netherlands. We visited a tea factory in the suburbs of
Dusseldorf and later spent half day in Neuss, a small town
near Kaarst.

‘Teekanne’ is one of the most popular brands of tea in
Germany and aso one of the oldest tea

housesin Europe. Theteahouse opened in 1882 and it was
in 1892 that packaged tea was produced by ‘ Teekanne'. We
watched an excellent presentation , which provided us
information about the origin of theteaand itslink with history.
We aso got to know how Teekanne has developed through
the years.

It was amazing how this unique presentation took us on a
wonderful journey through the decades. | had never thought
that tea had such an interesting history. Teawas discovered by
the Kaiser in China. As he sipped hot water, a few tea-leaves
fell into his cup. When he tasted this aromatic water, he liked
its refreshing taste and tea was found. Earlier tea was a drink
for the privileged. Today, we know it as a universal drink,
popular among all the members of society. It isinteresting that
almost every country grows a unigue type of tea.

Today, there are severa types of teas available in every
form and flavour imaginable. Tea has the ability to refresh
oneafter atired day and help oneunwind. It playsan important
role in our lives. The highlight of the day was that we were
served Darjeeling tea with delicious cakes. What could a
starving lot like us ask for!

After the presentation we were given atour in the factory.
First we were shown the packing department. The machines



used were swift. It makes one feel obsolete. The machines
make 1000 tea bags per minute. An interesting feature was,
only eco-friendly paper is used for packing the tea. Next, we
were taken to the tasting room. We had been looking forward
to this part of the tour. The room was stuffed with all kinds of
teas and there was a table with different teas, which looked
the same to me.

Although the tea taster is paid well, one requires skill and
3-5 years of training to qualify for the job. Experience is
necessary to enablethe taster to differentiate between the teas
and quality of the tea.

We were then told that one could differentiate between the
teas not only by tasting them, but also by observing the colour
and texture of the tea leaves. Varun, the only boy among us,
dared to do some teatasting and he succeeded in naming the
teas he had tasted.

After that we went to alaboratory where teawas tested for
quality. Through various complex machines the tea is tested
for the presence of pesticides.

Our tour ended there and we were free to spend the rest of
theday in Neuss. It wasavery interesting day and now | wish
to vigit the tea gardens of Assam and spend some time in our
own tea factories, which export some of the finest teasin the
world today!

- Natasha Ginwala
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Herr Waldmann

Doyou like forests? then you will like the voster wald. and
do you like persons who are very lively, humourous and who
have an extensive knowledge on forests and trees? then you
are bound to like Dr Waldmann. he iswhat hisnameis. heis
crazy about trees. heis aso very funny. so there could not be
amore suitable person like him to take us through one of the
greeenest part of kaarst. now you may wonderwhy we have
to see aforest for 2 hours. why do we have to walk through
dead leaves and damp logs till we drop dead? think again.
you go there to see herr waldmann in his homground. this
man has got an amazing knowledge about plants, trees and
shrubs. you placeafinger on any leaf andit will beimpossible
not to get information on it from Herr Waldmann.(just leave
out the riesenbaerenklau. this plant is very poisonous and if
touched will cause your handsto burn. and asyet no medicine
has been found out to fight it. Herr

Waldmann took us into his green world and gave us
information about many different trees. he also showed us a
tree which was freshly cut and told us how to determine ages
of trees. it was for the first time i came to know that we can
eat leaves of so many plants. according to Herr Waldmann
most of the plantsare (edible). but all inal it wasavery nice
and wonderful walk. some of the girls were tired but by the
double effect of the fresh air and photos they seemed to be
enjoying alot. no complaints there!

Aditi Desai



Visit to Polizei

Today we visited Kaarst Police station. We met an assis-
tant of the police chief, who gave us information about dif-
ferent departments. He was working in the crime branch. He
gave us very interesting information about “how they arrest
thief, test fingerprints and how they make photos etc.

We aso saw thejail. | found this visit very interesting and
informative.

- Prachee Kulkarni
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Wuppertal
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gHe ZreheRt
Schlossburg

Today, on 14th of May we visited a palace * Schlossburg’.
It islocated in Wuppertal, a place

near Dusseldorf. Around 10:00 we reached there. But that
day it was too cold. The temperature was around 7-8 degrees
Celsiusand it wasraining alot. So no wonder that we Indians
remembered our special ‘adrak ki chai’ (teawith ginger). But
the way to Schlossburg was full of beautiful landscape. The
greentall treesand wet narrow roads through the thick woods
satisfied the eyes. Around 10:00 we reached there. But there
was another journey to be done. It was neither by train nor by
bus. It was by ropeway. Thiswas an amazing experience. The
whole steep way, we had to pass by aropeway. It was athrill.
The atmosphere became colder when we reached up.
Schlossburg is a castle. Engellbert 11 was the Archbishop of
Cologne city. He was murdered by his cousin at the age of 40.
There is a big painting of him in the Knight's Hall of the
palace.



Thirty years after the construction, the palace was totally
destroyed. But in the Middle Ages it
was reconstructed asit was earlier. In the Burgish museum
we can see many things of that time. And one can aso see
how carefully they are maintained. At the beginning there are
many statues of soldiers. Their full dressing is made of iron,
which weighs around 35 kgs. We can also see the various
kinds of weapons and swords. All the jewellery and the boxes
used to keep the important documents and treasures give an
idea of the richness of that era.
Weall weretotally satisfied after seeing such agreat castle.
- Shiwanee Mangrulkar

L ectures attended in the German School
Onthe next day | went for the school visit with Mustafaas
scheduled. | had to attend his lectures | felt that | wasin my
school but the only thing was that | did not understand
anything asthey all were speaking fluent German but | could
understand some of them as | am just a beginner. Afterwards
| and my friend Shantanu went to roam the school campus.
Then we had our cultural programme which was the
most exciting thing of our tour we all performed various
dances, music, and Manache shlok.
-Anal Jadhav
| was very excited about this school visit but as soon as |
saw the entrance of Stadtische Realschule [school] al my
excitement turned into nervousness. As per schedule | had to
attend 2 lectures with my German partner and then regroup
with my Indian companionsto present the cultural programme
that we had specially prepared for them. With amixed bag of
feelings | entered the school.
To start with there was a vast difference between the
German schools and those that we attend here in India. First
and foremost they did not have any uniform. Secondly over



here in India the children have their respective classes and
teachers cometo the class during their lecture. But over there
the teachers had their respective classes and the children had
to move from one class to another according to their lectures.
And the best part of all was that the children there did not
carry large and heavy school bags like we carry herein India.

Amogh Mankikar

The family stay was really amazing and so was the school
visit. | went to school with my partner- Elisa Trausch. We
went walking. It was realy nice walking on the streets of
Germany. While walking with her, | also saw some of my
friends walking with their partners. | really felt good when i
saw them. When we reached the school, my partner introduced
me to some of her friends. They were very nice to me. Then
we went to attend the lectures. It was a Maths lecture. Her sir
had a conversation with me. | told them about my school and
about the discipline and uniform etc etc. Then her sir noticed
the mehendi on her hand which was painted by me. She
showed it to everyone. And then.... i had to paint their hands
too..! It was areally amazing experience.

Shambhavi Jagtap

The day in the school was really exciting and we had a
blast. Be it meeting Anka's friends who were unaware that |
spoke German or the Sports class where they discussed about
their one week internship or attending a German class with
Anka | enjoyed every bit of it. It was amazing to know that
Anka'sclassthat isthe 9" grade had one week of compulsory
internship.

Vishakha Ayalur

Next morning Pavithra came and woke me up at 6 am. We
wereready by 7 and reached school by 8 am. Me and Rachana
went with Pavithrato attend mathematicslesson. The students



were answering very enthusiastically in the class and all of
them were very friendly with us.But an announcement was
made and we were called in Teachers room to get ourselves
ready for the programm. After al the preparations were done
| still had some freetime though Rachanawas busy with other
participants. So | decided to attend Religion lesson with my
other two friends. Well,as the name suggests,we were asked
many questions about our Hindu Religion. It was a great
pleasure to tell the German Students about our Culture and
Heritage.
Harsha Kulkarni
Next day morning we al got ready, as today | was going with
Dan to his class. Wow!!! Sitting in foreign classroom, such an
exciting feeling it was! | attended the first two lectures of German
and English with Dan. | actualy had lot of fun talking to foreign
students and teachers. | clicked alot of photosin the classwith his
teachers and friends.
Mayur Tibe
| attended two lecturesin her class. Thefirst was Palitics,
and the second, Geography. Asit wasall in German, obvioudy
| didn't understand a word, but it was fun just sitting in a
foreign school, looking around, seeing how everything worked
out there. The Geography teacher was even good enough to
take about 10 minutes off at the end of her lecture, to ask us
some questions. (Rucha was in the same class too) | enjoyed
telling them how we lived, where exactly did we come from,
what festivals, vacations we had, how the school system was
in India, etc. They even made us speak afew words in Hindi
and Marathi because they wanted to hear how the language
sounded like, and applauded at the end.
After that, we went to get ready for the programme.

Anuja Gadre



| attended English and Chemistry classes (in German) with
her. It wasavery nice experience. | got to meet Pavi’sfriends.
Also, theteachers smiled very warmly and welcomed mewith
a smile everywhere. | must say that they have very good

classrooms.
Anushka Sawarkar

Their school wasvery pretty. The classeswhich | wasgoing
to attend were ‘ Sports' & ‘Physics'. They had a huge indoor
stadium. They played Football which was agreat fun! At the
Physics lecture | could not understand much as the teacher
was teaching in German language,

But that was fun too!

Shalaka chhajed
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Kaiserswerth

Kaiserswerthisasmall town on the outskirts of Dusseldorf.
The significance of Kaiserswerth isthat it is the most oldest
and historic place in Nordrhein Westphalia.

Kaiserswerth actually means a‘King'sidand’, if literaly
trandated. ‘ Kaiser’ means ‘king’ and ‘werth’ means ‘idand’.
Kaiserswerth was formerly a4 km. long isand in the Rhine
River, before it was attached to the mainland.



In the olden days, Kaiserswerth was highly regarded as a
port town. It was of great importance to the traders who had
to dock there and pay toll. Thus the oldest house here, the
‘Toll House' is situated here dating back to 1635. The
incoming ships were observed from here. Kaiserswerth is
hence the oldest port-town in Dusseldorf.

Fishing was also a well-practiced occupation in
Kaiserswerth.

Kaiserswerth has also seen many great reformers.
Monumentsof Herbert Eulenberg (1876-1949), Friedrich von
Spec (1591-1635), Casper Ulenbers (1548-1617), Theoder
Fliedner (1800-1864) and Florence Nightingale (1820-1910)
have been put up in Kaiserswerth.

Anintegral part of thetown areitsmany beautiful churches
from the Roman times. One such church which we visited
had avery bold and courageous history to tell. The scul ptures
of this church criticised the ruling church system at that time
as the priests were against the German Emperor.

Kaiserswerth is thus a historic jewel in Dusseldorf. With
its romantic corners, peaceful lanes and no traffic, it is the
ideal old sleepy town.

-Awanti Sura

Heute Abend um 20.00 Uhr.
This evening Indischer Abend im

Albert-Einstein-Forum
Today we went to the place of “romance”-Kaiserswerth.
This place has no shops ! It is extremely peaceful. You can
see many examples of the beautiful Barock architecture that
Germany is famous for. In the 12th century this place got
famous for its impenality. Although today Kaisers werth is
incorporated into Duesseldorf- when it became poor in the



18th century-it hasitsown identity asthe place of trade, beauty
& innovation. Visitorsfromall around theworld are enchanted
by the wealth of its historical treasures :-imperial palace built
by the emperor Frederic Barbarossa, the Suitbertus basilica
of Ilth century with gothic as well as barock architechture,
and theromantic cornersand lanesin Kaiserswerth - all having
their own beautiful storiesto tell.

We were told about how the trade was carried out herein
Kaiserswerth, which was once the center of trade. They used
the barter system that we do know even from India. They
traded mostly horses or other such animals. We weretold about
the kidnapping that took place in the 12th century that made
the imperial Palace even more famous.

When we arrived outside the basilicawe were in a state of
wonder on what we saw outside it. We saw a hand on one of
the doors of the basilica. The story behind it was so— it was
said that while building the basilica a mishap occurred and
the basilicacrumbled! But the architect vowed that” | givean
oath to rebuild this basilica so well that it can never be
destroyed.” Then we saw a sculpture of Friedrich von Spie-a
Jesuith- with awoman in handcuffs. We were astound to see
this!!!. Weweretold that many innocent women weretortured
and sent to death because he thought that since there was a
belief that witches were all over and causing alot of trouble.
He did alot of things against the norms of the basilica. How
Cruel !

Thanks to the trainer Mr. Ereisberg in Albert Einstein

Gymmasium.

Suttgard

THE CAR HEAVEN
There is nothing more exciting for a car fanatic like me to
visit the birthplace of automobiles....... THE MERCEDES



MUSEUM.

There ; laid before our eyes was the complete history of
cars and their evolution. It all started with the vision of two
men ;Benz and Daimler who each created the automotive
engine. By the time baimler had perfected his design, Carl
benz had aready filed for his patent application. Carl Benz

spent his time in making more
- Tgas Bhagwat

Ntrnberg

Nurnbergisabeautiful city. It'sanintegral part or Germany.
It's situated in Bavaria, which isin Southern Germany on the
Pegnitz river and Rhine-Main-Danube canal.

Narnberg is one of greatest historical cities in Germany.

Upon arrival we were taken on half day guided tour of the
city, where we learned a little bit of it's historically rich
heritage. Niarnberg along with Augsburg soon became one of
the two great trade centers on route from Italy to Northern
Europe.

It became economically important and they used to trade
wine. As we made our way down from the castle we learned
that thissmall city boasts of an exceptionally large amount of
history. (All good thingscomein small packages.) Aswe made
our way towardsthe city from the castle we |learned more and
more...

The cultural flowering of Nuremberg in the 15th and 16th
century made it the center of the German Renaissance.

- Anandita Kulkarni & Asmiti Sura
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Heidelberg

lost my heart in Heidelberg's fair city,

It was in a gentle summer night

| wasin love, so deep in love entangled;

Her rosebud mouth was laughing in delight.

These lines suggest the beauty of Heidelberg. Flanked on
the banks of the River Neckar, the city isone of the old cities
of Germany. It has narrow streets fringed by high, huge, old-
fashioned houses. It is very green but not very clean.

We visited south Asian Institute which aims to advance
cross-cultural knowledge and understanding Germany. We met
Mr. Oliver Lamers, an Assistant Lecturer and Students
Counsellor who informed us of the various activities, projects
and research undertaken at SAl. Their main focus is on
Sanskrit. They have intensive courses, and Sanskrit Summer
School (in spoken) both for beginners and advanced students.
They take examinations and issue certificates. They have
included computer-based resources eg. Electronic dictionaries,
document processing in Devanagari and trandliteration, etc.

We also visited the SAI library Later, in the afternoon, we



visited the Rathaus (Town Hall). We met the Mayor, He
informed us of many interesting aspects of the city. Lot of
Americans (around 15,000) study here. There are 150
nationalities in the city making up 15% of population. The
city, has Swiss influence as the Swiss border is near. The
Mayor presented us with a Heldelberg-bag and postcard. The
rest of the evening was spent in shopping before transfer to
our hotel in Hirschberg.

Samrudhi Pathak
The Eagle's Nest

TheKehlsteinhaus aso popularly known asthe Eagle’ sNest
isachalet-style building which was built in the year 1939 by
the Nazisin the German Alps near Berchtesgaden. Thishouse
used to be an extension of the Obersal zberg.

Obersalzberg is a mountainside near Berchtesgaden in
Bavaria, Germany. The areais mostly known for the location
of Adolf Hitler’s beloved mountain residence, the Berghof.
Hitler first visited Qdersalzberg in 1923 and was so fond of
the place that in 1928 he rented Haus Wachenfeld (Berghof).
In 1933 he bought the Berghof estate and started to rebuild
and expand it. Hitler and Eva Braun spent a lot of time in
Obersalzberg in the 1930s. Hitler’s last known visit was in
July 1944. The RAF (Roya Air Force) bombed the area on
April 25,1945 and alittle of Obersal zberg was damaged. Since
then the government of Bavaria has gradually destroyed or
buried amost every trace of the Berghof. Today the areaserves
tourists again, including the 5-star hotel, Intercontinental
Resort Berchtesgaden, built on the hill where Goring’s
residencewas. Thereisan information centre on the mountain
about the Second World War in the former Gastehaus Hoher
Go'11.



The Kehlsteinhaus was built as a 50th birthday present for
Adolf Hitler on behalf of theNSDAP (Nazi Party). TheEagle's
Nest was meant to be aretreat for Hitler and a place for him
to entertain visiting dignitaries. It was commissioned by
Martin Bormann, with construction proceeding over a 13-
month period prior toitsformal presentation to Hitler in 1939.
It is situated on a ridge at the top of the Kehlstein mountain
(1834 m).

Through the frost and snow of winter, the rock walls of the
Eagle’'s Nest road are damaged from falling rock from above,
therefore every spring thewallsare “cleaned” and since 1952
have insured that no accidents have occurred.The most
memorable and enjoyable moment of all was having Indian
snacks like “chaklis’ and “ladoos’ atop a mountain situated
1834m high in Germany. Therefore the experience of visiting
the Eagle’s Nest was the most cherished.

- Sagar Kulkarni
Neuss
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Skihalle

Today, we went to Skihalle (skiing hall), Grefrath, near
Neuss. The snow there is not natural, but artificial.



Being there was exciting because most of uswere going to
ski for the first time. We all were waiting for the moment
when we all would be skiing. We went down to the skiing
room. There we got shoes specially made for skiing and al'so
ajerkinwarm enough in -5°C. After wearing thejerkin, gloves,
etc. We all were nearly sweating. Finally the time came for
which we all were eagerly waiting.

At last we went in, all so excited and happy. We clicked
pictures in the snow. Then we went in the middle of the hall.
A different section, where there were some round tubes. We
had to sit in the tubes and come down dliding. That part was
specialy made for diding. It had a net as fence.

Taking those tubes up was a problem because we could not
walk properly in that snow with those shoes. But after going
up, it was no problem. Wejust sat in the tubes and came down
diding. And that dliding was fun, fun and only fun. Weall did
it more than 4-5 times. Daniel Meurer, who was a participant
in the last exchange programme and who also teaches skiing,
came up with an idea of making a chain and diding down.
First, the chain went well. But the next chain went out of its
way. Nothing serious happened. We al had fun. Overal it
was a great experience.

- Manuja Lokhande
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Mannekan Pis

Today, we got up at 7 o’ clock. After having our breakfast,
weleft for the Automium. It was athree hour drive from Paris
to Brussels. The drive was very scenic and we had a gala of
time. We reached the, Automium at around noon and had some
snacks there. After taking a few snaps of the huge structure
whichisareplicaof an atom severa lakh times bigger than a
real atom, we drovedownto the historical statue of Mannekan
Pis. Thisstatueis of aboy peeing and has a couple of legends
attached to it. Accordingly, to one of the legends, he was the



only son of abourgeoiswho waslost during popular festivities
and was found by hisfather after five days. When he, the boy
was found, he was peeing and so his statue was made the way
it is today. Another legend says that a little boy should have
saved the city extinguishing by peeing the wick with which
the enemies wanted to put the city on fire. In 1619, Jerome
Dugeeshoy Senior was imbruted by the Brussels took
collectors to make a statue in bronze of their famous citizen.
After we saw this statue, we ate waffle, which is atraditional
dish herethat consists of sweet bread, cream, some chocolate
and fruits. After relishing the delicious dish, we saw the Grand
Palace of Brussels and bought some souvenirs. This palace
was the residence of the earlier Kings of Brussels. We |eft
from there at around 5 o' clock and went to Rotterdam where
we had our supper at Tg) Mahal’ Restaurant and left from
there at 9 p.m. for our hotel. Reaching the hotel at around
9.30 p.m. wejust dropped on our beds for agood nights sleep
as we had a hectic day ahead.

- Udit Sathaye
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Hog shoes and Cheese

In Amsterdam, our first stop was the cheese and shoe
making factory. A small scale industry, of sorts, owned by a
friendly, delightful and skilled farmer Roel. The factory was
large with spacious rooms.

On entering the factory, we were first informed about the
process of making cheese .Initialy, ninety percent of water
and ten percent of cheese is thoroughly mixed together. It is
then flavoured by sprinkling in generous helpings of chilies,
pepper or evenrye. It isthen pressed for five hours, at the end
of which, the desired kind of cheese is obtained. Also, the



longer the cheese is stored, the better it tastes.

In the adjoining room, wooden shoes adorned the racks.
Asweal cameto know later, they were made of the wood of
poplar, and are known as Clog shoes proudly worn since 1271.
Thereason for theusepoplar: light, cheap and easy availability.
The shoes can be carved out manually from scratch or with
assistance of machines.

Different types are available for different occasions. For
instance, the shoes painted yellow are worn during work,
whereas the ones painted red for dancing, and the pretty ones
with engravings are worn only during weddings.

Out of the four existing shoe makers in Amsterdam, Roel
is the only one who creates yet another kind of clog shoes:
the ones with burnt engravings, and they are absolutely one
of akind.

There was also a gift shop attached where one could
purchase cheese, shoes, souveniors and other memorabilia

It was an enriching experience which gave us an insight
into the Old Dutch methods which were passed down from
generations together. They are the exact same ones which
make Amsterdam what it is.

Tegal Akolkar
Amsterdam trip

Today was the most awaited day for al of us. We were to
go to Amsterdam- the city of Tulips. We left at 7 am with
Savita& ChitraMam & aSpanishteacher inAEG. Wereached
Amsterdam at around 11 a.m. We then decided to take a Boat
ride around the city to get ourselves better acquainted with
what we had to see. The Boat ride lasted for one hour. We
saw alot of things that were a bit different from Germany -
like the structure of the houses, the colours, the little spaces
on roads etc.

We all wanted to see the ANNE FRANK house which we



had heard about & whose history we were curios about. It
was a good experience. We learnt a lot about Anne Frank &
all that she had to go through when her family was in hiding
during the Nazi rule. We learnt about her passion for writting
& how the famous “Anne Frank’s diary” came into being.

We then had a small picnic by the lake(actually on a
pavement outside AF house which was by the side of the
canal).

All of us wanted to take back some souvenirs from
Amsterdam so naturally we went shopping! Then some went
to the “Blomenmarkt” to look at Tulips if there were any.
Some just decided to wander about. Guess whom Yashodhara
and Ankita saw therel- ZAYED KHAN; DIYA MIRZA &
many more. Why?How?Well remember the||FA awardswere
to be held in Amsterdam this year. Well this was a real fun
day for al of us. We also saw some directors, etc.

We all found Amsterdam very big & beautiful. Today was
afun day. We left at about 4pm to come back toK aarst.

Yashodhara
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Anne Frank

Anne Frank was a little child of thierteen,

But can anybody tell what her life would have been?
In 1942, when her family went into hiding.

To escape from the Nazis they had been trying.

263 Prisengracht was the secret place,

Where they were safe from the chase.

Their two years in the " Secret annex" was a difficult crime.
Her last years were a harrowing existence,

Having only bread and water for subsistence,

She had to bear the horrors of the Holocaust Surviving.
Through rain, for and frost.

Her life was full of pitfals, chaleenges and tears.

In the concentration camps she had to dwell.

Although, they were horrible and worse than hell.
Reading about her, we fedl sorry in the end

But can the haunting memories ever mend ?

- Neha Kelkar



Tulip Garden

What a day to have the opportunity to write the day’s
protocol, the day we visited the ‘' Land of the 1000 canals’, or
even better known ‘ The Home of the Tulips’, or most easily
put ‘ Amsterdam’!! So with aheart full of Vincent Van Gogh,
with the spirit of the tulips, with the smell of the sweet grass,
and with the music and sound of the Wind Mill in the air, the
Exchange Group set out in the wee hours of the morning to
reach the much awaited destination. After avery chirpy three
and a half hour bus-trip, with afew sleepy Germans, and our
ever enthusiastic bus driver Herbert, the first few vibes of
Amsterdam hit us.

Amsterdam being one of themost liberal citiesintheworld,
with its legal Brothels and ‘Dope’ as they call it, also
sometimes reminded us Indians of our very own Mumbai, so
many people, busy streets, and the usua hustle-bustle of a
metropolitan city. On the other hand the liberalism sure can
get to one's nerves, which is evident when you experience
thewd | flaunted Sex-Shopsand Grass-Hubsall over thecity!!
But that’s how the cultureis, | guess, so along with the other
factsof lifethat we had to deal with during our stay in Europe,
this was another onein the list.

The group was subdivided into four little aggregates and
were given mapsof thecity, all of uswere supposed to navigate
our way through, along or around the city aswe wished. This
was very convenient due to the fact that all of us wanted to
see various things. The Van Gogh Museum, the Anne Frank
House, the beautiful Seven Arched Canals and the gorgeous
Churches and Towers to name a few. We witnessed the
amazing amalgamation of the history, the ancientness of
Amsterdam with the well developed aspects of the city like
the state of the art City Halls, the most uniquelooking modern



art sculptures, Harbors and more.

They say “Visit Amsterdam with someone you love’, now
| know why!

An unforgettable experience overall which left me
spellbound and with a hungry want in my heart which said **1
will be back™!!

VarunVenkit
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Rotterdam

Rotterdam Today the wake up call wasthe earliest till now
6.00 am. Can you believe getting up so early just for
sightseeing ? But al of us did and were ready 15 min before
time. Because we are not just on alour but on a* Study Tour’!
and when that quest of knowledge is there within you, all
other comfortstake aback seat. To begin with, today we had
a tight packed schedule. We l€eft the hotel at 7.45 am. after
having a wonderful breakfast at our Hotel.

Wefirst saw Beautiful Tulip Gardens (K eukenhof) weather
was good. It was clear and sunny, not very cold either. In the
Tulip Gardens in Amsterdam, we saw thousands of flowers,
no need to mention that most of those were indeed Tulips.

Beautiful isnot theword! Red, yellow, orange, pink, purple,



white, lavender, violet etc. you name it. Other than tulips
varieties of flowersincluded daisies, lilies, safrina, daffodils,
pink surprise etc. etc. etc. Every where one could see only
carpets of flowers and green lawns. Simply unimaginable!

A guide named Wima joined us at our food stop and gave
us alot of info about Amsterdam.

Then our next stop was at Madurodam. This place reflects
the character of areal Dutch city and its vicinity. It displays
the most impressive examples of Dutch architecture dating
from many years. This is a miniature city erected as a
monument and aimed at raising money for the student
sanatorium and supports youth oriented charities.

Amruta Joshi
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The Swarovski Crystal World !

It wasthe 9" day(I-6-’ 09) of our tour. After Neuschwanstein,
we were going to the Swarovski Crystal World. Actualy,
during the lectures, we were not told much about this place.
So it all came as a surprise. Anyway, we got there in the
afternoon, Swapnil dadagot thetickets, and wewent oninside.
There was this huge face all covered in grass at the entrance
with water pouring out of its mouth. It was pretty good, and
can you imagine that the whole crystal world lay in wait for
us inside this structure?

So, inwe went, and were greeted with five displays (made
of or decorated in crystal) - the horse, a thing like a wall
hanging, the great crystal wall (probably the biggest of the
kind in the world), a melting clock (to depict that time dlips
away), and a huge diamond-shaped crystal, which, according
to the guide, weighed about 62 tonnes! We all came out with
our hands and eyes and mindsfull, but with our pockets much
lighter!

It was awonderful experience.

910" May, 2006. We had to wake up early on this day. We
checked out of Hotel Stiegelbrau at 8.00am. Our guide,
Christien, waswaiting for us at the hotel itself. She guided us
to outskirts of the city to a place called Trick Fountain. The
uniqueness of this place lies in the fact that no one can
anticipate from where streams of water will drench us
completely. After that watery experiencewedroveto Mozart's
bitrh place. However some of us were not too eager to visit
his house and therefore agroup decided to wander in the city.
At 3.00 p.m. we gathered together and boarded our coach.
We left for Vienna. We arrived in Vienna after along journey
of 3 hours. Asusual, we had dinner and then left for our hotel.



Hotel Austrien Messe was a five star hotel and incidentally
on the following days was the place of meeting of delegates
of the European Union. That evening we bid a Goodbye to
the most beloved partner of our Tour-Mareck Ulm, the coach
driver. We were really sad to leave him. We thanked him for
the safe and wonderful driving and promised to be in touch
with him. That night we also had a surprise for Swapnil Dada.
At the stroke of the midnight hour we celebrated Swapnil
dada’s birthday. We cut a cake and had some snacks. Our fun
was restricted as we had to leave early the next morning.

- Nikhil Natu
Vienna

Music, culture, art, beauty... and so on. The list can be
continued for several lines and still cannot describe Vienna
From the laps of Alps in Salzburg we have now arrived in
Viennawoods. Viennaalso called as ‘wien’ and is the capital
city of Austria. It isalso known as cultural capital of Europe.
Itisafederal provincewith German asthe capital islanguage.
Sinceitisamember of European Unionitscurrency is‘Euro’.
It isinhabited by approximately 2 million people. About 20%
of Austrian population lives in Vienna and about 50% are
Roman Catholics. It has a thriving economy and a stable
political system. Though temperature is generally moderate
and mild, in wintersit can fall upto zero.

After the breakfast we began our half-day tour of this
historic city. | noticed that peopleof thiscity have highlifestyle
and why no! it is situated on the banks of Majestic Danube.

While moving around we saw that city is surrounded by
Wachar region. Vienna woods are locally called as ‘wiener
wood®. Itisthecity of music asit was home of many musicians
like Mozart, Beethoven, Johann Strauss and many others.



A Dream Turning Into Reality

From the day | received a pamphlet regarding “ Study tour
io Europe”, the only factor, which drew my attention towards
it, was the visit to SAILZBURG. Although being the last
destination of the entire odyssey. it brought those everlasting
memories of my childhood back to my mind.

It reminded me of the times when my eyes remained glued
to the television screen to watch THE SOUND OF MUSIC
irrespective of what was going on in my surroundings and
irrespective of the fact that | hardly understood English. It
reminded me of theway my father used to change thewordings
of the song “How do you solve the problem like Maria” to
“How do you solve the problem like Prerita’, the way my
mother used to hum the song “When the dog bites, when the
bee stings’ whenever | was upset and the way people used to
laugh at my insanity for a mere movie.

The moment we reached Salzburg, we were welcomed by
Mr. Helmut, our city guide. Every ascending step towardsthe
heart of the old city brought me closer to the memories of
The Sound of Music. The tunes of each song were hovering
inmy mind and | was at the peak of bliss.

| was flushed with enthusiasm when Mr. Helmut brought
us to the graveyard where the VVon Trapp family hid from the
copsinthemovie. Thiswas-thefirst destination of The Sound
of Music tour. Later we were taken to

The Mirabell Gardens where the song Do Re Mi was shot.
My heart was dancing with joy and | only wished that my
parents could have been a part of this happiness.

The next day we arrived at The Sound of Music Pavilion at
Schloss Helbrunn where Lied and Rolf had sung the song
“Sixteen going on Seventeen”. Myself and Amruthatai shared
a moment of sheer pleasure while singing that song and



visualizing it. Further we went to the Bishop’s palace which
was the backside of the Von Trapp house in the movie. It
faced a lake where Maria and the Children had fallen into
while boating. The trees where the children had played on
were the last part of the Sound of Music Tour. Living one of
the biggest dreams | had cherished ever since my childhood
was not just an opportunity of alifetimebut a'so arguvenating
experience. While bidding goodbye to this wonderful city. |
sincerely thanked God, the organizers of the tour and above
al my parents because of whom this dream of mine turned
into areality.

“My Heart will be blessed With The Sound Of Music, And
| will sing once-more..”

Prerita Chauthaiwale
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Versailles - Personal Experience

Thepalace VERSAILLESIisvery hugewith abig premises
around. The huge rooms (700) are decorated very beautifully
thepaintingsand the cellingsarevery beautiful .Thefurniture,
paintings, sculptures, and all other important things are very
well preserved, compared to Indiathe palaceispreserved well.
Even though Indiahaving rich history and lots of monuments
like palaces, forts etc. we Indians haven't preserved them.

Itisvery appreciablethat all the palacesarewell maintained.
Thekingwho lived in Versaillesi.e LOUISused wigsto show



himself tall. He was very short in height that is why the bed
of the king is short in length .the king Louis liked gardens
very much and he spent lots of money in his garden instead of
solving the problems of his kingdom.
Rashmi Kulkani
Mini-Roller Coaster

We went to mini-Roller coaster but due to rain we had to
abandon it. Then we sat in the tour to the world of Pirates
known as‘ Pirots of the Caribbean’. It wasjust too good. Then
we were to go to the greatest of them all, the indoor Roller
coaster known as ‘ Space Mountain’. You just can't put it in
words. You have to experience it. Then we went back to the
city, had our dinner & back to the hotel & fast asdeep as we
were exhausted & we had to reach Belgium (Brussels).

We went to art in wax, Madame Tusade museum. First they
lold us somelegend & & so showed usthe story. Then we had
the cave of horror. MY GOD!!!! |t was so terrifying. Then the
usual statues of Lady Dyna, Gandhiji, Micheal Jakson etc. A
man touched me when | was standing besides Gandhiji
thinking that | am a statue.

Climbing down the memory lane......

After taking abustour of Paris, We reached the Eiffel tour
at 4:00p.m. Sir bought tickets for us and we had to report
back near the bus at 6:15p.m. Sharp. Eiffel tower was built
between 1887 and 1889 asthe entrance arch for the Exposition
Universelle, aWorlds Fair marking thecentennial celebration
of the French Revolution. It is the tallest structure in Paris
and one of the most recognized monument in the world. The
tower was inaugurated on 31% march 1889 and opened on 6"
may. It was named after its designer and engineer Gustav



Eiffel. Eiffel tower has aso been one of the Seven Wonders
of the World and the height of the structure is 2054 feet.

Through alift we proceeded to the 2nd floor. It wasfreezing
cold out there. Theview from the top wasjust mind-blowing!!
After | got out of thelift, | entered aroom which had different
degrees of temp and directions of all countries shown on the
map.

It was great fun standing at the top of the Eiffel tower and
looking at the whole of Paris. To get an idea of the structure
and its construction dummies of Gustave Eiffel and his
engineers planning and discussing were kept for display.

After a short break we continued climbing down. In fair
timewereached the ground floor. Surprisingly we had reached
before our friendswho chosethelift. Climbing down the Eiffel
tower is not everybody’s piece of cake. It was a lifetime
experience for me and | enjoyed every bit of it.

Raska Marathe
Switzerland

| am really spellbound when it comesto Switzerland.... Its
everyone sdreamtovisit Switzerland at least oncein alifetime
& it came true during the Study tour to Europe... as Schengen
included Switzerland.... My friends were jealous. The
Switzerland that a layman knows is through

Bollywood, Hey the Switzerland which | discovered isfar
more beautiful a German Speaking Country that grabbed my
attention : It could get me into one to one Correspondence
with the Swiss People. With their Body Language and facial
expressions | noticed they were glad to know a foreigner
speaking in their native language of conversation.

Swati Lathi



DREAMS RELIVED........ .

The very first time that | went to Germany was on the
cultural exchange programme that took

place between Albert Einstein gymnasium (Kaarst
Germany) and Fergusson college (Pune) .1 was a host to my
German friend Maraike Krull who stayed with me and my
family here in December. And the time | was in Germany in
May with her, was absolutely a grand experience. | am proud
to mention here that Prof . Savita Kelkar, my Aunt in other
words my friend, philosopher and guide.......... toiled very
hard to make such an Exchange possible and a great success
till date.

On the Exchange programme | learnt umpteen number of
things. | wasactually very naive back then and the experiences
| had here | am sure I’ d have them for ever at the back of my
mind!

My first realization wasthat my German wasonly restricted
to daily conversational skills including the three most useful
crisis-usage phrases.......Danke.! Tut mir Leid! and
Entschuldigung! Well but this didn’t deter me from having
al the highly informative conversations | had with all the
Germansaround....they makeit apoint to appreciate whatever
German a person knows in effect making the person learn
much more of the language.

The second time around when | wasin Germany ; wason a
Scholarship from DAAD (The

German Academic Exchange Service) and on this trip |
also did a summer course at the University of Freiburg in
Germany!

The Exchange Programme’s experience really helped me
as | knew how to handle myself in



Germany.....while | was there on the second trip!

The second time | went to Germany | didn’t have to find
my way through the railway stations and tram stops so
frantically, asthe exchange had aready introduced meto these
meticuloudly planned systems of the Germans.

What | wish to put forth is dream and dream big......... To
conclude I’d say;

Dream on! For you have no limitations to do so,

Wishes could go well beyond our torso,

But only when you are able to imagine,

will you try to achieve it.....and of course if you try to
achieve your dream

| am sure you will surely liveit!

- Poonam Joshi
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Our children had awonderful experience in Germany. The

German parents had a positive approach towards this
programme. They werevery enthusiastic and caring. Thelove




and affection our children received, washed away all the
misconceptions about the hostility of the Germans.

When the Indian students visited Germany, some students
seemed moreinterested invisiting Indiaonce again and invited
our children to Germany for the second time. In fact the
German parents were eager to visit India and insisted on
having a "Parents exhcange." The success of the exchange
programme liesin devel oping the bond between the exchange
partners and maintainging this relation life long. Hope the
future exchangeswill overcomethe shortcomingsand bemore
fruitful.

- Mrs. Lekha Shirolkar
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When | knew about my grandchild Rasika's eminant trip
to Europe and especially Germnay. | must candidly admit |
was envious of her. Applause and kudos for Mrs. Savita
Kelkar. With the background of a brilliant academic career
and as a teacher of German language working at Fergusson
College, she has been organizing summer Europe tour for
studentsfor the past 4 years. She hasinnovatively conducted
the orientation classes, offered working knowledge of daily
use language like German, French etc. have imbibed a well
measured dose of flora and fauna as well as religion and
culture in Europe. As a chief motivator she organized a
cultural programme of group songs, bhajans, dances etc.
which was well received. She has arranged for our students
to stay in German family thus adding to their knowledge of
interaction at family level also besides interaction at school
college level. | must thank Mrs. Savita Kelkar for her
thoughtfulness in promoting this trip. Surely it will add to
the general awareness and quality of responsibility of the
students.

As expected Rasika came back with lots of souvenirs
bought and exchanged. They range from Eau de cologne from
Germany, picture postcards from Paris, wooden shoes from
Amsterdam, chocolates from Belgium and off course, lots of
remembrances about |ouvre museum, Eiffel tower, thevarious
Cathedrals and palaces etc. and castlesin Austria the stage of
famous movie Sound of Music.

-S M. Marathe



A =41 & Gobl ATZATeRISR 3o BT, JoTadi=a1
A T 3T ATSHHT Tae1 G& AV} I Hogd. q0T
AT BT ST Hl T 3TesEd Bd. = fHae
ST T G 3THE ST, TR &1 6 MRAT o STEed™
oI Y= ATTeAT BT, WY B M 3o QRIS
TSI TS T G-t BI. U7 391 1 Tyl hTest STga
1. g I=nivegd d 98t S0 @1 FHEE e
U BT AT, e 1 9 T T ATHAT
TeATaR e G Bid.

Dear Savita Madam,

At the outset, in the name of our savior | greet you and
your colleagues with heartfelt gratitude. |1 also take this
opportunity to convey our sincere appreciation for your
initiative and arrangement on this study tour, asit wasagreatly
beneficial for my daughter. Deeply acknowledge your constant
guidance and support extended to our daughter through which
she was blessed immensely.

We, the family members, are realy inspired by the
advanturous exposure our daughter has experienced. May our
almighty God bless you abundantly for your noble service.

Thank you so much.

Mrs. Kuo Tsu- Kohima (Nagaland)

2. et ¢ uiid a~mel ord. frle weeda
77 e, <. ed. 1 WreATtueR TR, i gt s
Tl g B, W FTeATIRT 1 STed i 399 Bid
1 TRSTToT FEiE SRRt @, STE=he wd ged B
TR 3T TR 6L 1. WTeaTd ARG 21 3o e A0S




RIS, 2118 e 3Taid ST, TehRIcHeh foraiie STacaT
T STFRTH] GoAae hl HIUSS st RS-t gral o
S AT, deTTgd AT fae) et W ol
U SATAHT T Flessit SR ? qeffes STareR w4 318w ?
TS e AT TSI ol Sl T AguAT=h e,
e Fo qle 7 ITSUR TS FATEwR Tguar= 3Ted F ST
& o BT SATIUTET SHTETAL] e ITehdl STET ST aif 2ATcafervama
Torema Ao, qoe Wewdd Yed faed, wml AtE 3, @eie
THIH S0 A7 FHETE! ST erR Sdea Siareer= sfe
fereama fomtor St
TEHUE A1 e T eATeR TS gedfide B 981 31
o ared. fo=ama srafedayon, Tradiy et Sereerist stofte fHmfor
I 3T 3T ATed. AT TeTeR Hivfl FIET 2Tehd 318G o ol
B IR BN, ATeqehi=AT AR =g fa@t BR aEe ared o
I | A A1 e I 3 H weed,”

- BT. HSHAR

JYUTT SR TRV HIEE HiHT M. oft wreameier
TGS BIdl. AST O =R a9 SR ardt. faar amE
fecaTTET HIgH id. W . felt goit gu &t et
AT et gl I e ggandie o
T 9T G F TR T TE g a3

“qeTTeT A1 T WA U el et ared B, ot T
3T THTesSTl M AT AT TS Hesd o, =R, S9! IV digd




U1 SR ST 1 HIUET=ATd U foad T8 31 @&y av &
Tl 25 feawren FwrEiwH BT, Tehal STl Tel oha degmamed fae=
STCHTITATE ST AT, ST Bkl S1eqfureh, ATHTISR o Thideh
St ST¥EAT 3TTes. @ T I Gu= W1 IS 3 e 3+
Faet foremr=f g5t fHesret.

Rl HRTTRITes STTOT T, Tl heseh i1 21 S 3uhH Tt
@ fifveas s fenfdffia swvft gea o, egya € aem=h

- W, 31U TATHER

YSITA1 d BHA hee © Fae ST Tevrm=n geredi=a
ASHT HAT YIH WD, AN TSI e AT
SferTeRe aTevaTe 3R G TR AR § S
AT S WA HSTl 3.

The tour left on the 27th April and they were back on the
13th May. We realised that all our worries were misplaced.
Theyoung ones can take care of themselveswhen |eft alone.
They, in fact, try to be accommodative to the fellow tourists
and support others when needed. Ankit is an extrovert by
nature, but he has become more open and triesto make others
happy after his maiden venture overseas without parents.
Thus he has gained a lot in his personality apart from sight
seeing and other attractions. Now he knows how to spend
within his limits and how to take care of his belongings. It
was definitely worth the amount spent.

- Sujata & Hemant Keskar
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Anuja was busy with her X" standard studies since she
had to appear for the board exams. We gave her an idea about
the tour and she said she was willing to join the group. Anuja
finished her exams and we started preparations for the tour.
The organizers have alot of experience in conducting these
study toursand so they had planned everything to the minutest
detail. They had arranged a series of lecturesin the last week
of April for the children in which guest speakerswereinvited.
This lecture series was meant for giving the children alittle
orientation as to what their study tour was going to be like.

Sincewe areresidents of Dhule, | went with Anujato Pune
so that she could attend these lectures. Since we are not
Puneites, Anuja did not know any of the other studentsin the
group but she got to meet al of them during these lectures
and they all immediately became friends, so much so that
they also started practicing for the cultural programme at
Saawani's home.

| too attended the lectures with al the children and believe
me, | really enjoyed them. The lectures were really good, the
speakersvery talented and they really gavealot of information
about the countries the children are going to visit, regarding




their social, geographical and historical aspects. They aso
gave important tips about what and where to shop, and what
and what not to eat.

| would like to congratulate and thank the organizers
(especidly Mrs. SavitaKelkar and Mr. Swapnil Kumbhojkar)
for their perfect planning and the tireless efforts that they are
taking to make the tour a memorable experience for all.

Bon Voyage to the whole group.

- Dr. Arundhati Gadre
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Initially we were little apprehensive about sending our
daughter, since sheisnot much exposed to Metro City Culture.
Will she be accepted in the group where most of the students
are from Pune? Will she feel Home Sick? Because of her last
minute entry, will the organizers have problem to
accommodate her comfortably? etc. But | think Mrs. Savita
Kelkar madam has taken care of all the problems of which
we were apprehensive and Shalaka's new friends were simply
great who not only accommodated Shalaka, but also made
her feel to be one of them. Whenever Shalaka talked over
telephone during thetour, she appeared very happy and excited
about her new experiences on the tour! After coming back
from this tour, | noticed that Shalaka's outlook became more
mature towardslife and she started loving Pune and her group
from Pune!

| think, we did a very right thing by sending Shalaka for
the Europe Tour.

- Dr. Arunkumar Chhajed, Dhule
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Dr. Savita,

Initially | was hesitant to send Varun for some personal
reasonsbut after having adiscussion withyou, it indeed hel ped
me to take a right decision of sending Varun with you to the
study tour. | feel thistour ismore special than any other outings
because thereisadefinite purpose. Students, who participate,
are preapred before they actually go and visit the places. They
are prepared not only to collect information but work as a
unit, accommodating every participant, exchanging ideas,
taking responsibility, organising a cultural show, respecting
elders and also people from different countries.

Words can never express gratitude, still | want to say thank
you for all that you have done by organising such awonderful
tour.

Dr. Maneesha Solanki
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It isrightly said, "One smile begins a friendship or one
candle wipes out darkness. This short study tour organized
by Friends of Germany and Dr. Savita Kelkar of Fergusson
College has kindled the lives of many in India and abroad. It
is a salf learning experience. It is said Kelyane Deshatan,
Pandit Maitri, Sabhet Sanchara..." which means best way
to learnisto visit places, be in the company of knowledgable
people and descuss in the groups. Not only during the tour
days, but pre tour and post tour assimilation of students of
various groups taught them lot many things. Prasannafor that
matter is a very socia person and likes to mix with people
and steer a group on occasions. Moreover this was the best
opportunity for Indian youth to showcase their talent and
versalitty to their counterparts in other so called advanced
European countries. Am sure, this short visit will help the
studentsto shed away their complexes, if any, and be apart of
the new Global village. The tour included various social,
cultural, academic programmes and visit to historical places
which helped students to understand the culture and heritage
of those countries.

- Dr. Pramod and Supriya Jogdeo
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Europe Tour. Dr. Savita Kelkar had arranged a series of
lectures and activities to give glimpses of Europe. Thiswasa
very different tour. The family stay and cultural exchange
programme offered the students an opportunity to experience
the ground realitiesin Europe. | found avery positive change
in my daughter thanks to this tour. She became more patient,
confident and mature. Thistour issurely the best gift aparents
can give to their child.

- Jyoti Sawarkar
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It all started off when Tejal'saunt read abulletine posted in
Max Mueller Bhavan containing all the details of the Study
Tour. When Teja heard of it, she did not think twice before
exclaiming out a'yes in joy.. even though nobody had asked
her. The reason behind the unexpected enthusiasm would be
that she had heard and seen many good things, about Germany
and the rest of Europe on the travel channel, when she was




supposed to be studying.

Wemet Mrs. Kelkar thefollowing week and enquired about
the details of the tour. It did not seem that we were meeting
her for the first time. We came to know that everything would
be planned and no detailswould be overlooked. It was assured
that everything and everybody would be taken care of. When
we left the office, we were certain that Tejal would not be
spending the vacation with us. Inthe daysto come, to meetings
that we attended had a friendly atmosphere even though
everybody was unknown. Then there was onein the month of
May. Tejal was not able to make it to the meetings on account
of the preparations for the CET. though she did not want to
miss even one. Mrs. Kelkar accepted exempted her.

After returning from the tour, our first question to Teal
was "How did it go? Great ! she replied. After hearing about
the time they spent there, we are glad that she thoroughly
enjoyed. We are grateful to Mrs. Kelkar and Daffodils for
this experience.

Tegal Akolkar's Mother
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We were very glad to send our daughter Aditi for the
Study Tour Program to Europe. She had great timethere. The
experience of being in Developed Countries was of great
importance to her. Particularly mentioning the two daysin a
family. Thiswas afabulous and important experience for her.
Shelearnt of the customsand culture of the German Families.




The cultural show performed by the Indian as well as the
German students was very impressive.

- Mrs. Madhuri Kirpekar, Mr. Uday Kirpekar
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| want to be a part of this educational tour organised by
Association of Germany. my son Neel announced this to me
one fine day. | was not very encouraging for a number of
reasons. As amother, | knew my son very well. Hewas very
dependent and protection prone boy. He counted on his dad
and me so much. Right from his clothes, to his books, to his
shoes and to all his other necessities he only had one word to
utter 'Mom' and here he was talking of visiting 6 countries




during histour. How will he pack and unpack?Who will help
him?Hewill actually havetolivelifeinand out of the suitcase
for that fortnight.

Keeping all my reservations on hold, we decided to meet
Savita Mam. the lady incharge of this tour. She enlightened
us about the details of this tour. More than listening to her, |
was simply looking at her smiling face. There was something
very positive about her person which made me believe her
completely. She was so convincing and confident as ateacher
and aleader that we soon nodded our heads unanimously and
said YES to Nedl for thistour.

Those 15 days seemed the longest days of my life. Finally
the day arrived when we went to pick him up. He was all
praises about the tour.

Being the only child Neel seldom had anyone at home to
share and care. But he shared his room with Amogh and the
two bonded very well. He actually has become independent
for alot of things now. He no more needs"MOM" every now
and then. | am thankful to Savita Mam and the friends of
germany group for having given thisoppourtunity. Asaparent,
| would suggest to grab such opportunity.

Because opportunity knocks only once.

- Pooja Vanvari
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Drar Mre Kellar,

1. 1 am writing this letter to place on record my deep appreciation for the
excellent learning experience that the German cultural exchange programme has
given my son Abhimanyu Dadu.

2. It is a wonderful endeavor and has given our son a good insight into
International life and travel. The trip owes its success to the zeal and enthusiasm of
the teachers.

3. 1 would like to thank the German department of Fergusson College and in
particular vou and Mrs. Chitra Dandavate for making it possible for Abhimanyu.

Thanking you and wishing you all the success in many
more such endeavors.

Mrs Savita Kelkar

B4, Kanchan Gauri Apartments
Kanchan Galli

Pune 411004

Mrs Chitra Dandvate

Flat No 9, ESTONIA
Palm Grove, Kavade Road,
Mundwa, Pune 411036
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TS TEITAT AETAIRIhEA Toeefi sreEH-ue™ wEsward
@t I

Dear Mrs. Kelkar,

With pleasure | remember your visit and the visit of your
students to Heidelberg. | would like to thank you once again
for the interesting conversation we had on this occasion. In
my opinion cultural exchange is especially important today.
The experience of visiting the European continent and getting
to know its inhabitants with their cultural background was
certainly very important for all of your students.

| very much enjoyed the song which your students sang in
English, German and Hindi. Thank you for this extraordinary
performance.

| hopethat the reception inthetown hall raised your interest
in Heidelberg. We would be happy if you visit our city again
in the future.

Sincerely Yours,
Dr. JUrgen Bef3
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T 31 TSt headTd. I8T. TICAT-SJ2 ST HIEE, =H= 7 Hal
BT @, SRIATE WISHT Weft Ik TR 0, $he S
TS H=STEToN et SATd. 3 TFUTHTET, o IS, ¢uT-
TS THIAT Alh JATd, 7T T A1 -S| ST <ileh hll SHIgR
AT, T AT TRk -\ Mt T foremeff f3rehara.

T GATST ST, AT HHRAehdT o= & JrTo-died],
T TS5 GUT AT SUHHTT S TIARIFHR, T YA MTesd Trev-
STOTOT, SATE ] ShTH TR TS AT, TRATd SATeiea ST fomeatandt
ST TSAHT oA TSTo68 3ehadcled ITUaTel SITee! <UT, o1 Heaierft
AT SV, detehe U1 HHTeiaR Toeiel Wrerere sHav erdt st
AT AT AT, JEEE Tk Do's  for Don'ts =t A

FEt Tahmolt ATerTesa Wican 3EaTd. el foshmfl e @i
FHATA. ATGeS AT T ThHehT=1 el FHH == o A&
Id. IaT. AN o Aeft SR 9 fomrmes sami. wht g
T g <l qUT ST9R, IV JEdeh ATed STHeAT o TdeT= are-a
T BI0TR AT AT Shressit 2o 2 foeneff Tepesd itk sarq. wmed
TISTATETS! TS HISVR 1 aeie, T, L0 8 3T ATgaR formeff
TTOT T WGt UTeR ATl H-3AT07 el AR, FEuISt g A
eh QI T2 TRt Htfad = a1 SRR HEHT ATl Eesre=
To9T AT AEd 3THA X &1 SUhH 31T Jal], STwaEas 3o
ScATEad® Bral.

HISATRS e T STT0T T et gl a1, STH=AThe
T e J3T I3 el ATATYSS AT S0, TSV AT=AThe e
QU7 AH=ATHRS T TiTeadH1 ohel. T ST 3Ufaeh 3Ushd
T TSCATeR, Td:gH heaRiall B Il 2. HIga 3T-afScishe
WML, HElEe9t, Ml 39E) B9 Tell. e Fa Hehls ae
T -HTEL AT SR AES Tt a8 H Thel § e el Iehed 6.




3T T FgdTd 8. 3THT UTeleh d ATEATIRAT SAEH-TEH
AISHaTed ST S, TeTshided TRl Siegl faehe Tl degl STl
W%mmmuﬁﬁﬁw@mwm Tged FE @
UTeTh STTEH - 3UEHH T TTSCTaR STHHATGT TeTeh=aT STSHHTT it
T HeTlt gireft Bt i S aufHt et it weae TS
Hd el ST Ger eft foofta @mge o el S%hdt el
IR Jrel ATFRTTE! TTeTehi=a 3TEH-Y8H IUshHiara deft faeft
TR SATRTCTTR! 4 Tt firestet g e et fod Ty wen et
I7e BT ¥ AT ST shel Bl i1 shraTeA foehToft gEt 2,
TSI ¥ STFRTCT de Taell. STgeehiA Sieiae Jrare! Hi ST Herda
T AT HIEH KM 371,

TS WTEh ST SRl =X 3T ST Geadt off ared 3fred. ar=n
Tl G AR, AGHiersh EH-YeHq B g’ siuvi &1 32
THC B T, 376 AT a1ed. Hiel! LA Fg9a feraneatan =
@ fafewame @i, & S uifed, U, Sgyad 9 e H
TR Taet! ST F STTCTER SATH=AT STLATY AT HTfehTd
BV TV TIed Bd. STdiel TR 3qR 39 Hehletd shel
3T et T SRAT T YoAT=aT ST, =T Siefiqd ST
YUY S 7S Ad. 28] Tl B I1Sid el 316 Feurdid d
! HAV TW T GE RO AT AT faere fiesten
STIMOT AT T 3U5hH TeI&Td STTUTT SATeT.

3Todle AR FETeame »ft 9 €. ol a1 3g@ w0
IS STETI 3TTE. T T STATIHTT ITHHA FHUIHTS
3cHTE IRATT ST TZEUE TFaisT A0 ST 3T ST Hige
17T e et arened, e e Bl 31oT fom e Trews fohan
TSR T ATehiel fReger o wTesT= weenrd fiestel. g sieft 3Tfor
oft 3 Y. et AT et TIEeh BN TgEVe UhiST=T Ha v formfoft




BT, ATTRTaT et giaerare [ieteh SATeTen e Qe widt
TR, A e, 6. &, Rias sordt 96 w@aagd e
Teremeatn weefta fersem=ht wifeedt <d. @ e geATen s fwam
N IS TS Tl et Teuimer=a <l Hi guell a1 ued™. et
TGS 1T TEATETS! STEL 1. BT TTeATges Hell deblded! Ticared
Trresa 7.
ot ek Trs 507 SR -gfte Tey & i deat AT 35
Teft ot | gehed e foeft “wrdt’ et Tt Sheft ST Tt o=
HTfeRId fo=amer. ‘e e foet We Feu[ q1ead. sRHEvere
A ST T 4 TeEI, TZeUe Tau=sane! Sl deat faereft oy
SR, forfeeat & gt foderm= S st ger 3o ward. faereh
St effereRt Fev[ T <t et @ fad S sHarEt 3
Il 4o STEEH d WA 3T8d. J81 FeUsid 03 Hel T FAlsd
It Hed= BTd g3 hell TR, =1 JFaiye YMedell Tl FaT 9
TUR TR, AT SAEH-YSH ITHATT FeHTl g &l
WAHTE! I Sashia 2798 3112, & a9 Teamay o waiea
ST Hell el auigd 3 fia@ emeadm, Srear e getie=h
I TGAHT TRl SHAt M1 93 qiged formeff sTeM-wem
IISHT & OIS Had oot e 21d Je d Tidl. Tadl-
T3l STV ST Tehll HEwalTe 3Td g hosd . Hacdl TS TS! ST
T et Shl 9 T TR 4dl. ST Ao G5l STIcHTHGE 3care!
T I AR HEqg! hall 3T, STHT STHET STSEt S
3. AT WTeeaT= foremeaia, fReTehi, ITeieh 1 =i %l Sel
¥ ... 9Y01 Wl el Tl S foadreh engRae A ured
Bl a1 feee e 3ereatt. o feasft STeTell S SesTd Tare
Threom B S fRreRum=n ferenfeii Tefiet wwehdt ST Eroer=h &




gavfeefe gt FeAmaEd ¥-4 6. . SR FEee w2 U
THER TTTE. A SCATIHTY Tehles! STHA a1 STH=A1 TRTarTat
TRIH=AT TG TSl SR BIdl... 3T 12 SR feereft Ao
I A ¢ B ATTAA? 3. IUT AR BT IhT B
THHRIIN Shegl el Sl A shedeld ATEl. Ao 3ifgan TEm=h 3=
Aty firerett.

31eEt Albert Einstein Gymnasi um TTamT=T Iesal 92 quaTanat
AT, TH AT SeTeR fauea formeaieRier qrEre Se- aaal.
Fid STATE T STeT e SO, HR T ¥ehad ST et gol
IV I FRTeTehTerEe STTaR STUTEd Fogdl. TR ArTe
T w1 TorneA T RaEd egh Hidl Rl 3TEd, A e
It qMeadl o FESITET AfTaet. Jr= qROTH FgUd TRl fammeai
HTETAT 3 U T Foramtett. sTidiel WedlHesi=l STdreRsr /it #ell
eSS, WTFAT Hdl ST ATATER0T TS 3TTehete =12k 8id o Yot
foremaT srete it ared Al

qTE AT Hel FHICUATT FIUshA el Aesdid e Jail-
et et shrem SvaTETe ST kel e BT Y@ . © UTE
STTFRTAT HI 79 ATect!. Hal 81 A §&hd e SAaTsa | Sl
e, To=ameed SHATORET ATaEaygdeiiehe=al quld Taeleft
Icgehdl 9 STTEE UTed Wi 9= 3.

gt g wen fo=an =t =a1. fo=n =t fo=ht ome, fom s
TS B, ST TarsTol Uehal Sigetl. fo=am 3TTe- @ s/ vaTed sact
B, TVl YaTd 3ok AfaE 3T H Tome @rg. A uere s,
s1dfae RSiacial STEdaTd &1 WIE REEs g ST, TRuTeRren H
A 218 foerell argd o= sTgen wieW ated 9 gumaeted
Icare fam wen gfen wrren foat. fafay yewre e 3 gfen & @
S TR WO 3THd. SEUTT IS T I e
TR TR TS Od T T HReT.



SiFuIHaR f=a TSI gH= WRST=AT et el e
e, o o dehTeaed SiadME1 fd=l TTaTst shiol S
e, g8 T ot weraretst sfie STa i, gt Affiee s o,
GeATehTcA! TRUEIeTT STT0T 379 oK, 1T S AT ot gand =etad
=Iell. foretn errelier westor e o 31T nTed gid. @ e foehidd
ST AIUTHTATET ATV STEd A= Sed STl

Hfgara siren f3ereh ard. o feaar st emere! i s
SHTATT Tdcl B1d. ARG ATE! I Il 9 TTaeis a0 T
I 2. ARIHTEA! ATl el Yequft Teresn 9t uamrandt
e, sifearea 3T 3 A fegd Yo TRd FeU[d aTed ETvTare!
Y Fishoied T el Brdeal deal Hell | STt 2amaan
e, ST 3T 318 ok s, fo=ama giaHa ateded sTa.

ToH SRl HREHETE 213 Bt TTEUITEISt Tell. a2 e
T&d: TR Shelel  hISRTed TehTeHd™ Jfteh TeUd Sadt 3718, IHM
He Hifed I =< d HeTYSId IEIE Hcted ST T qiiea.
3TTCaIE TMebd el TehT FRTETehi-1 STTRTT |iTeA Yeaufia Teresr=ht Hifed!
facht. frenfdied =meTesd 9 T ARG ST wad.

SMTe3d T ¢ ATSTAT ARk hIishH g% STcl. RIS T el
T ITOIITEE TR et ST WA TT0f & e |IaL ohefl. Tea =
TeIE FHEHSIA STHA JEehHT I hIqeh ohol. HeHHT Hall ATl Th
ST Shfern areveTeh eft feett. @ widad #t st gy avia
SHARE o foTg ¥k 81 CaeATETe! YEs e AT, s
A} AT S T - AT Ferd Tt groareh fomd shefl. @M
S A5 AT ATATeR = arael T9eRd Afgel.

Tt ST TeT STEEhie @Rt . faeamerier fo=ht Aftor Siftren
BT, SITEhTT TRATEES T=€ Fqed aid. WRAE Hehdiaed fod
IF T FoaRel. STIe FgaeeaRdasd el 7 @ 3TTeT
BT, USRS =6 e Hiead 3l ga=a1 Tl S




Afofiens s e feafe et Shete TTevaTHTe! e, 9o FHHT ST
IR qaE YR QUATET STTShTE e WIS ST Af0ft 3 gieaT.
@ fegfean fhomgR = s Ao Tyof e e g et
ferean =l =raeR e S HIFAT UIEUER Shefl Tel. B e e
ifea™ T STt Sraare. o oS THiHER Rt 3T 2.
HTZ STl AT UTeH Tt |rel euareh Tt e, # foer aret
e AT 907 TR ", fiel ATRmaTs! 3 9iel S9d Ad e 8
TTEA WAl AT HIOf= S aTeet 9 a1 A41S! AT aree.
i wrzaTeRga S8 #4 wigd wadt. e R e sier
FEIETETT TId. 3T Biee-Bieen el o et Higed
e,

Tl W FEaE foe o wer s SRl Yeaw @ HigA
RN dfeiiandt Sicheied foeft. STamT e €le ameae. o
3ffgam firdt AT 31T aTe Hihad! e faett.

SlecATe Y ITSe, 3T i GETe! H& AdTd.

STfrelie 4197 FreadT, ggd =TS Bard.

£-UeTgR Had Huehid TeTEs ae A3 Ht fomn e Saen. afear
Heuges el S ST Heu1 7 foean =i ush foaw Trgvarr=h weft firesreft
e Ht W M 3R, FReaEd Hl e forerd ?

ferg= &1 Aref,
fardig? ferfect it
g S e !

et e (S3E)

I R UfeTarT ST TR, e faeredt Tesar. fetass,
I UTEd feet el fa® 8 Al d hederdl AL T 6 FeAT
FIATE T T TSI I ATTEAT. TATETE Heleal A3 AT,
AT SATETAT ST Teh ¥R firestet. et Ao e,

G N U HehTed! AT hred=aT o T . fad) digterearer
STTYOT SRV Bt SATOTR ATt Haifrer el Brett. 701 gaam watr




TR TR SfTETaT= qTTelt Seal. degl atet fert oTe erehm=
SECT. I ATATeRyT GO A7Tes Bid. O T k=T grdl. &
e Rfaren ST i@ wEd Bacll. ge TRl AR ST
ST fTequreraRdea weRTfasRh ==t Sheft.

IMe3T GeeaTaR Fasivl SAdTae Hivfi=n =’ fia. wrean Atefe
TTE I T

AT 3T AT SRS AT ], AT R R &
ST ST S0 T 9 3THd. BRE 0TI A1 vl qiesia Joft
ST FHiATERS Uk T BTaT. shTesn BT gerdehia Hea= |t
0T 9Tl U2 STEAA]. FTATEET A3 sy, qmoft fuvamandt
AT ATeel. AT Bl Areare | SH-den ardeaTdicl Tatd Tue
SIFUT SHIATST AT s Bid. T TR JTsial 3T Id IMedd
Fell ATOT W ATl URfuRfe #Rdes udat. fauet Rathouse
(Office) Churches Siferdett. =R JdTT SHiGT=AT M8 3TFRTT | ce
Cream fea1. Geamenta! (o aTeTdT 3Tt Tesdie feremeff o fSrersrram
TR TR 3R TG hel. T} aTSTal B TRAeTer s
e TS STeaT o AL THIEHN o SAHEH St e,

TR g9TaTe

Being aGerman faculty, it was my dream to visit Germany.
My teacher, Mrs. SavitaKelkar, organizer of thetour, fulfilled
my dream. So | owe my tour to her, because this tour would
not have been possible without her immense efforts.

We went to Kaarst to our respective host families. For next
five days we were going to stay with these families. At the
beginning all the students were a bit tensed as they were
meeting the families for the first time. But our host families
were so affectionate that we had afeeling asif they were our




real families. | was staying with Mary Bianche. Mary is a
gem of aperson. Sheisvery helpful. | had afeeling asif | was
staying with my mother.

Five days seemed fo fly away quickly and soon came the
time to depart from the families. The children never cried
when they departed from their parents. But now while
departing from their German parents they could not control
their tears. Thiswas the most touching moment for everyone.
Even al the German parents were in tears.

Though | was sad, | was a bit happy within my heart, as |
knew Mary was going to visit mein October. Unknowingly |
wasalready |ooking forward for her visit. With vivid memories
we left Germany for our next destination.

Then we went to Holland, Belgium and France. But the
favourite country of the students was always Germany.

The students were supposed to write articles about the tour.
| had prepared article timetable and accordingly each student
was responsible for each day. The students were supposed to
submit the article next day at the breakfast.

Soon we were at the end of our trip. Everybody wanted to
return to Kaarst instead of Pune.

Darshana Oak
¥ | YUl TS A AT feadTE ST Wd ST dte uTed
B, 1 foarm STe Sereat. @ feasft sTraTelt ST esd T
U B, = Tehdifoeft S S BT JuR 2.
TRTEAT STTFET TSV IR Bl ATHI5EeTge IT Biee, ZHAR et
e, T TS ST WrTaETel O B, e srHieEe
T IS YA hedl-shear fad Jated fafeera 718 #esfie 2.
TATATER BT A& AT Fersturrel 719 fetfeett 2. d g et
STTATE Hel ST SheT; S0l TR fRrehard STaamT g1 et get o




A BT, ST e WIUTouaT=ie! i st facteft feaeft, aor
Tt ATATeR AT Qe N B1d. gfeet art gfaerarn 2. e
fEeerfawian sfoem grar. Tt e e siemed Frfrre we
ol TfeTeTET heoaTat TRATT o1 higd HRATIorseh Hifedt
Tocht. et e Teamdiferdt sRoE v foemat. stmegt aia i
rgedl.
TR H B AR 31eve ol. fad wdwor Wl
A BN AL IMTeBT Geeit. T AT FeSToT ST Teger e
SR Tell. ST FTedTaR =l 510 Tell. [T e 1 |Jn
Yo 3T Bd. e o Teieugy ovdl Sae stHed™ e gt
et foream =t et Arel T fomea 3 -aet skt wreft Trerrt
SIEAT A=A WicAtae shetl g, foel 5’ Hel STeamefieh G-I
Fecrd gid. fo=ht @reft o= asfacrel gt = Teamer w#t Jrw
T & AT ol et gue Had heft. H THart @ret A9 2.
T foeT G 1o ated . AL TR 2MTesd SmeEre! . fa=n
FiSAHT STFRT MEH |ied.
Wl . TS G A B, GRETdE o e o anfed
TATES M ATthd SMgac]. A | 3 Mo Fgeafl. o =1 g™
IMaSeAl. T TAT= FHEHSE Tl HAT TICHIR Shel. hodeht
Ter AT A AT, degl T HeSIv AR SR At
B, T AT I FeRI @I STIoT  HERTg Wren A1 G TR
TR Hf T, A, FRae i smre ue A sriatseE s
TRttt i TresTor aRehe Tiet. et o g, Ht wret el e,
ToeT @I 31" aredt. 7 fa=a S1E-atea AreATedt IO A,
TR o ATSIAT 3 e TR heft. wen foaom femees aed




Fogd. HN=AT ATEH ShhRes] SZad qail hefl Bidl. el d ©rE
ST el T ATESe. FEaET o= ST Sie arTect. Helt Sy
ARIETE 3G AR AT 3-HAgRl Hehid T 9 J=H a3 i
waten TR oda. a1 @S- SR daiHl SHA fE-3iEef
Threstean @ w=h TEeRdt ST S Geft fesreft @meea Ht afad
Heu= sl 3T,

- arat g

¥ S HISATET3! Ueh SATCRRuii fear SidT. ST cnfeaett STare
ST Fgard Ervare Gl fHesTell. TRl St JREerEeid
TIeee igEee WMesd Uiar=redrar defid gl STH=A1 RTarTa!
ofTert Bt STTET ST GeAreT Bl VIR Bl et 3A1esd SHeamer
AT ST et it ST Tt e i e sia . ot Teda
TRl ShedT G e ATeedT. d STid el ST Id &id, @1
BId. T TRl STAE%A ga=IT SIAeX SI1d 2id.

IMeaT Geearar | 2107 A1 fomean =t e, foean =t oarsht sfon
HieT W13 Bid. e afgvfien e seames amweht we fies o
B ofiel Aes UTe AT TRl I et FHRoT 7= sfee gfea e
1T 2. W TRt |ret A6 gidt, T STes Sded g, o

FHRIH AR ATFE T ST TRe Tell. STee! e
STUT SATHATehS ZohTHeRT S9d aid. T TRdaTeee @a TRy few.
FcleaEaTdle! siia gal fadet!. foRTe IeeEEHaR! @ew
2 AT, AT TV, eIt il FiTeaATil 41 3712, TG TSIl
ATEETEAT AT 9T TEUIRIeT | Bl 2717 279f ferema 2.

Tt 3T B Tearer fa=A SME SATETen WEen fod. e
3R gimea fa=ft 31 S0 Fiessiia Teeft Bidl. Jegt Hedl SvTaet shi




ST TTesaT ST AT | SiavT SHTeaTal 3Tl TTes STUT T
TRA ST, T Tl YRATeEe sl 99 Toremiet. ST IsiTs 6,
T A e ey STmeRsor 312,

ga= feaefl wa feam e gu Tiiaed ATE. S8 7H
TG ST FeTel. See! STReTen Jobie Sed ared egd. ol
{reaft Ht whefte fods wrepor e,

- ATIAT TS

‘B - R TEd TeAT Tl GY SATHY B, Iqeh O SIH-me
TGS HI ek Bledt A= Tieall 2. TETEN Fgard Tguare a4
FHef= THesTeTT Fegal. AT YoaTal Hell AT HT YT J=ie 3cgehdl
[

Bergneustadt =41 me3d Teamer fast wen w13 v wdg ey
Weo. TeheH fefuehct STHH AT BidT. 39, BT HSted, Wi fosr
T YR geaial 3TIOT SUIeuitd STTaTs], IMGAE STH STTe! i,
T, T, Trel Rl TR il Tae slietul e, degl Hell ared sl
B el T ATl SR e T T3 9. 0 0 FTSTdT 43 9. 30 o1 T8
TS I ANTIR,

U7 TS TR TISMTS Uk G €1 foct. SR Bie and
ST GURIE o1 AR AAFTE! Bidl. STEereal ariehid - Siid- 7ed
ST el B, ST ST %, 3 0 STsTel U1 AE Ui MTedd Tl

Mesd et ShrighH AU 3TE! STegl TXd Bl el degl Hel St
1, =1 Tt T Aevarel fordt st qamt Felt et d.

T uraferciean 3-Heret U Ud =X Bidl. 1A Wi g9
ol afesd @eTd I, IeRRRT ST, foAT StehiRier! forR,
et afe A=t Safera g Folelt ardl. wmEel STEE IS T2
Il AT A3 T FEU T 1 UehT THaTe uor Siaere sietmaet
BId. T 3re RIS auqe TRATHE A3 Tl Erdl. TR e S
TR A= ek g% Fret.




T Bege A TS TE YeaTd gIe, TTvT=a1 Hal, Tavar=a
o, AT QTS Sfiad 3T T Rl 18, - JEHH,
IR TR T Thiceh fosa A7a QL TToT STeT. Teeier 3T
ST efer g Te, Toe sTreret STfor S1rar foerer= AmTie Smeiel
Tohl Ak 3T o SAfae af e fowe feeawwia wrwesqom
TOT RN, SHARICT T U STetell aft id |1l @iettd 43
T IAT 20 THE THT ST,

HAT A1 T M SAferRr Sreer ared. fegeerTd g SAdere
3TH I1ed 3T <hl, TIT=HTeT SHEY Shivfl ST 70T ARG Aod e,
et e -ied Fodier. o o Sft € S Sitref afraet. e T
TS ITIHE HeAl THesTeT.

ST WU ISR W SYUIRT 3R, et Bergneustadt &
T BIE MG TEE T haId . T TS AT HE
ATATER0T SR JaTond food. o snfor grsey o ora reamT
ST qUidies TIUTe d Bl STTHYT BTSeleT Had ShioT i FEd
FRare STRERER. 20 Ut = Yerm 7S JeW o Siamre
FET AT, Teh WY ik HiSal at Hell guTa= shivi=a @il =
IMCATARE d1ed Bid. B8] &d: Ush 309 SR TR, Tl
Rt AT T = B8 SHITE o SMeddi 94 3TiTeeH Rt
T et AR, TR A1 T Ta:=f M fUR . Hewaend
TTraal. I o1 Tl MTesd FRIT&TeRT 2TTe 3T Ut =R STeamek
T - S T8 FTId I . STTR gat amT 311e. feafim e a1,
T Al STHIhET HARTIST STe. Hell T ol 31 M= Afaer Ty
AR, & e WA Al U FE des Al FEard. e B8
TS STIdTd, T T Tl Hfdl 3T9d. <91 St &1 3d
AT, T HIhedUUl el AT, SICATHRE! e3 HIE d HTald.
Toha 2TTIT TS STECATE STE qUT STUIG TR, Hedl AT T
TR 379 aee shl, € Sieh shigrefer, YrdTsEe el taHst




T Bt STTE. St =T 7= BTEe FeUTedT shi, 3T
TEUH o Teeet STEdTe. 316 ST Teid et ail o TeurveTe & e
BId. SAIUT IRIAT ok TITah B ATel Tohal ShaMell aTsequn =11
TEU Slietd ATl
UT AT Ushl TSI ShHTe STed 37107 fodieher aTse afted <hl, I ek T
1, 391 Tk it ATH, W19 eI Hehie fegdTa 21foT weh 37est ceheea
Sffa geia & TEd. STSTRICT=T ST SeteaR Saehl Hfed! Sqctsd
STHATT, STHH AT ek YT <RI et UehT fR1efenr= od Ha 2161 Fevrst
I TS ? ATeISRISR Ueh Re 12 TeVH Tl 5015k §:3 2 2hl, T Al
ResTor i Fadt Ao, @M= W o= Fehmme igeeren
sfen me, smofiamft R Tea Jeet wifed! Bidl. T e
FUTYUTTH eaTd S ST ofeieft it gmeft af at the end of
the day, we were quite comfortable with each other. 91 d=
1 Fdl TSiaeH e HAT Tl STHH gl 3Teh Uo] SErIe HaT.
q G51 Tl ALAHGR(TT A STHT Fgd. Foadl el g
hi-Tiele AT ATe. 7l aTed, U fea|r= gemmd TEe e
Thresrer amfon s et Areh s ==t quf geft 2 ferem.
T HUISTRL HSTIEH ey SSHRTaT= wad
ITH & T TS ST T ST 3aial.
e ‘Swifecy gifaes] AaT= T X HE I
rATeRIR 3l foeneff emem-yem 3 s weeien
3TeRaT el Hi ST JEI0 TSR U Jea off. 6. Fd,
T o3 ST T BT o Uehel AT f3ied Tr=aens e,
T T FeteRt AT il whar wEs fog




A= et Bergeustadt &1 A3 Teames A1 aef RgT Icgehdl
BT, STEHETET T Bl TaTd Wd S0l & gobt 7 Bid. ok
T TeATges T T ST 9Xd STl 3. Ui, Sfoeeten, By,
legg SR e TRE S a=4T4 de81 qr=ar=aun grar. au
Bergeustadt @1 Wd U ® AT AIATET S 96 Bid. SOl
ST AR WOl T Ueh AT 3T 39T, Ires] qor 1 wa
BTES! TEHeT ST SR AT=aTehed AT Bidl. (ShaTrd HIgT ART=1
TS} U, GO IV AT B LI Y AT el ) BT WHT=T
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Organic Agriculture in Germany

Germany isthe country with thelongest tradition in organic
farming and marketing for health products. While on the other
hand it is also the home to some of the biggest chemical
companieswhose political and financial power, createsagreat
pressure on the organic movement. Therefore we were very
curious to have an in depth knowledge of the organic
agriculture movement right from farm to fork. We were
fortunate that our host families gave us the opportunity to
vigit organic farm as well as organic (Bio) super market.

The organic movement started in Germany more than 100



years ago when the first reform shop (Reformh Amuser)
opened as part of a food reform movement i.e. Health
Awarenes Among Consumers. The moment picked up in last
2-3 decades and between 1996 and 2005, the number of farms
operated adhering to organic criteriarosefrom 7,353 to 16,603.
There was a similar growth in the land area farmed on an
ecologically friendly basis. It increased over the same period
from 354,171 to 767,891 heactares, which is 4.5% of
Germany's available agricultural land. Organic agriculture
business now employs more than 155,000 people.

Most organic farms in Germany are members of some
Organic association. The Bioland and Demeter are the largest
and oldest organic associations. There are also other
associations such as Naturland, Biokereis, Ecoland and
Biopark. The farmers, wine growers and beekeepers in the
Federa Republic of Germany established Bioland in 1971.
The organic farming methods of these farmers are based on
the principles developed by Dr. Hans Muller and Dr. Hans
Peter Rusch. Theresearch of thesetwo scientistsin thethirties
of thelast century resulted in an organic farming method called
"organic biological farming." It now includes all aspects of a
modern ecological agricultural production, animal husbandry
aswell asfood processing. It even spansfurther to specialities,
e.g. bee keeping, fresh water fish production, decoration
flowers.

There are 13 organic farmsin West Falia State. We visitied
one of the farm, which isthe member of Bioland association.
Thetota areaof thefarm is 40 heacters and crops like potato
(Kartoffeln), vegetables, herbs, wheat and other ceredls are
grown in open field. In addtion tomatoes, zucchini, brinjal,
etc. are grown under polyhouses, which covers an area of
4000 sg. meter.

The main organic inputs provided for the crops are pig and
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cattle manure. Themanureisobtained from pigeriesand cattle
farms in exchange of wheat straw and husk that is generated
as agro waste at the farm. There are no chemicals used at the
farm and to control the pests and diseases only biological pest
and disease control measures and extractsare used. Thefields
areirrigated through sprinkleers using the ground water. The
crops in the poly house are irrigated by drip while overhaed
misters maintain the humidity and temperature of the poly
house.

The other infrastructure at the farm includes an area for
post harvest handling of the crop, which includes potato
grading machine, wheat cleaning and packing machineand a
cold storage. Thereisasmall poulty unit at the farm housing
400 layers. Thelaying hensin the barn have accessto outside
open area to move around. The open area is surrounded by
thick natural tree growth. The poultry is reared under animal
friendly conditions. The eggs are graded by machine in four
grades extra large, large, medium and small based on their
size and weight. We were told that there isagreat demand for
such farm bran eggs and they are unable to meet the demand.

The farm aso has unique farm shope or 'Hofladen' which
is built using eco friendly material and covers an area of 220
sg. meters. The farm also has electricity generation through
solar panels. We were impressed by the layout, display and
variety of products available for the health conscious
consumers. The range of products include fruits, vegetables,
ceredls, spices, tea, cofee, milk, cheese, youghurt, wine, bread,
pasta, biscuits, chocolates, meat, breakfast cereals and baby
food.

The owners of thisorganic farm and farm shop Mr. & Mrs.
Hahnen are fully devoted to this organic movement. Both the
husband and wife were very courteous and explained
everything with interest. We were also invited at their



residence and treated with Tea/Cofee, Milk, Cookies and
Biscuits. Obviously all these products were exclusively
Organic. Germany is the second largest market for organic
food in the world after the United Kingdom.
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